
 

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not for behold I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which shall be unto all people. For unto you is 

born in Bethlehem, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 

 

         December 2009 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Christ-Child, 

 Many are the cares and worries of this world - our jobs, the health of a loved 

one, problems in our families and the stress about things that are not going as we 

had planned or hoped.  In the middle of all this, there is a great announcement and 

one which has become the very center of our lives and has grabbed us at the core 

of our beings.  A child is born.  God in the flesh.  God has ten fingers and ten toes.  

He is one of us.  God understands us.  He knows in the very depths of His being 

what it means to be one of us. 

It is remarkable that this child is our flesh.  God chose to buy us back and He 

did it through poverty, humility and through a virgin taken to be of ill repute.  God 

in the flesh.  God is in our flesh.  He understands us.  Oh truly this is deep and hard 

to comprehend.  

As missionaries, we have come to appreciate a little better this year what 

poverty is about.  It surrounds us.  We know of humility too, as more than fifty 

percent of our people do not work.  Homes are often made of simple wood with tin 

roofs.  There are those who are of ill repute too - children with disabilities who sit in 

their wards every day of the year forgotten by their people, youth who have not 

finished their studies who have no future nor parents who push them to study, and 

those who have lived lives of abandon and now find that they have foolishly spent 

their youth and now find themselves of ill repute, marginalized and forgotten.  But 

then there is baby Jesus born in the flesh having ten fingers and ten toes who 

understands what all this is about. 



 

As a man He understands His people and as God He has compassion for He 

is a Saviour.  He has been born to die.  This Jesus saves His people from their sins.  

As missionaries, we cling to the same cross in which we point others to.  He is love.  

His love is not mushy.  His love is a strong, firm, compassionate love.  His love is 

strong, for He becomes Man to die for us.  His love is firm because He stays the 

course and does not fall into sin.  His love is compassionate, for His death is one in 

which, even as He dies, He forgives and, in death, conquers the world, bringing it to 

Himself and reconciling it to His heavenly Father.  He is Christ, the King, the One 

over all gods and all lords.  

May this baby Jesus, who is King of Kings, be your joy, your centre, your 

God, your first love, your all as you celebrate this Christmas.  As you gather with 

your families, tell the story once more, just in case that someone in your circle has 

forgotten one small detail or there is one present who does not know of the baby 

born in the flesh. 

A very blessed and Christ filled Christmas to all of you! 

Pastor Walter and Ana Ries 

Danelle Putnam 

Pastor Ted and Rebecca Krey and little Esther too! 

 

 

 

 


