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Dominican Republic  
Lutheran Mission



Their Need
Children with intellectual or developmental disabilities living in the Dominican Republic often do not have adequate care or 
opportunities for growth or education. They live with no meaningful participation in society and daily face fear of abandonment 
or abuse. “Most every time we visit with disabled children, at least one child reaches out to me desperately seeking physical 
connection with me and my attention.  They might squirm, or stretch, or yell, or shake in an effort to get close to me. I never 
get used to their expression of desperately seeking my love,” says Barb Below, director of Social Ministry Organizations for 
LCMS World Relief and Human Care.

There is a lack of programs in the Dominican Republic to support these children and their families. Poor families with disabled 
children do not have the economic means to pay for the cost of services, medications, or doctor visits. There is also a lack of 
education and understanding of how to properly care for children with intellectual or developmental disabilities. This can 
lead to negligence and abuse in their care and unfortunately in some cases can even lead to abandonment.

Children, youth, and adults with disabilities in the Dominican Republic 
who cannot live with their families need group homes to be a part of a 
community. They also need to be given the light and hope of Christ.

Our Commitment
As the body of Christ, the church ministers to members of that body who 
are most in need, demonstrating Christ’s compassion through works of 
mercy and love. “Christ dwells in the form of the poor, the orphans, the 
disabled, and these people should not be seen as garbage but should be 
seen as a gift to the church. With our great love for our Lord and Savior 
who has given his life for us, it is a privilege to care for and love those in 
need, and in doing so, we love and care for Christ,” Below says.

The mission of the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission is to plant 
healthy, confessional Word and Sacrament congregations, which will 
form an independent national Lutheran church within the Dominican 
Republic that welcomes, ministers to, and equips for service all those 
loved by God in Jesus Christ, including families with members who have 
developmental disabilities or other special needs.

Our Partnership with the Dominican Republic Mission
The Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission is supported and governed by 
a partnership of LCMS World Mission, LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care, Bethesda Lutheran Communities, The Lutheran Church of Brazil, 
the South Wisconsin LCMS District, and St. Michael Lutheran Church 
in Fort Myers, Fla.

As a partner in the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission, LCMS World 
Relief and Human Care is committed to sharing the costs associated with 
the mission field. The mission focuses on three important areas:

Evangelizing and teaching the Bible and Lutheran doctrine to •	
men desiring to become pastors and women desiring to become 
deaconesses through theological education, and to laypeople through 
Sunday school, Bible study, confirmation class for youth and adults, 
and teaching in school classrooms;

Planting congregations of baptized and confirmed believers that will •	
regularly worship and study God’s Word together; and

Establishing disability ministry that serves the needs of the disabled •	
and brings them into the full life of the church by equipping 
congregations to minister to them, supporting community and 
government institutions that support them, and establishing group 
homes that care for them.

Learn More
To learn more about the work of LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care in the 
Dominican Republic, contact Barb Below, 
director of Social Ministry Organizations, 
at barb.below@lcms.org or 800-248-1930, 
ext. 1383. To follow the work of the mission, 
visit www.faithndominican.wordpress.com, 
become a fan on Facebook (The Dominican 
Republic Lutheran Mission), or follow the 
mission on Twitter (FaithnDominican).

Donate
Our ability to support this mission relies 
solely on generous donations from you – our 
donor partners. Help us continue to reach out 
to our brothers and sisters in the Dominican 
Republic.  Your donations – great and small – 
make a world of difference in Christ’s name!  
You may make a financial gift:

By mail
LCMS World Relief and Human Care
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis MO 63166-6861

By phone
888-930-4438

Online
http://givenowlcms.org

When gifts exceed the total needed for this opportunity, 
the gifts received will be used as determined by LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care. Your gift is tax deductible 
to the extent permitted by law.


